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A). LACTONISATION OF MEVINOLINIC ACID (II) AND ISOLATION OF PURE LOVASTATIN (I) 
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B). PURIFICATION OF IMPURE LOVASTATIN (I) 
i) Purification of lovastatin (I) using a mixture of dichloromethane and toluene. 
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ii) Recrystailisation of Lovastatin (I) from isopropanol [obtained in step B (i) 
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C). PURIFICATION OF LOVASTATIN(I) [as obtained in step B(ii)] (Optional) 



Lovastatin 



Acetone 



-Alumina 



i) Heat for 60 minutes 
50-60°C 
Filtration 



1 Clear mixture 1 



Pure Lovastatin 
purity > 99.5% 



i) Cool 0-10°C; 
120 minutes 

ii) Filter an d dry under vacuum at 40°C 



FIG. 1 ...contd 



WO 2005/035515 



3/3 



PCT/IN2003/000333 



% CRUDE EFFICIENCY W.R.T. pH 



>- 

o 



66.00 
64.00 



§ 62.00 

a 60.00 

u. 

u3 58.00 

LU 

Q 56.00 

g 54.00 

* 52.00 
50.00 



pH 



3.5 



4.5 



Fig. 2 




Fig. 3 



